WESTERN EUROPEAN COSTUME

worn over the shift
served to give a severe
finish to a gown which
might otherwise appear
too much like a negligee:
Gems of all kinds were
stitched on to the gowns
of the wealthy, and a
curious stiffness resulted.
Heavy gold and silver
fringes and scroll-work
embroideries helped to
foster this fashion.

The stiff, high corset
was worn for more
formal occasions well
into the eighteenth
century, but the classical
style for draperies had
done much to introduce
freedom into domestic
wear*

During the 'forties
the deflated effect dis-
appeared from men's
clothes, and after a
few years' experimental
adjustment of knee-
breeches with an
assortment of coats of

varying lengths, an entirely new fashion made its appear-
ance. This consisted of a short coat or jacket barely reach-
ing to the waist, and full loose breeches of knee-length
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